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For me, the casino was the devil’s workshop . . .
but that’s now a thing of the past
An Encouraging
Word from Marilyn . . .
Pg. 2

I might be homeless . . .
Pg. 3

M

y name is Robert. For too
many years of my life I was a
compulsive gambler. I would go
to the casino, play poker and slots and just
stay there, sometimes for up to 22 hours.
But in the end, I would always lose. On
the rare occasion when I was on a winning
streak, I was on top of the world. When
I lose, I am depressed. It’s been a pattern
ever since I can remember — that is, until
I came to MorningStar Mission. Here
I’m learning there’s another way to live.
I never thought I would be able to beat my
addiction, but with God and the help of
my mentor I’m making progress. Not long
ago, my mentor took me to a casino where
we parked at valet. Together, we prayed
I would never go into a casino again. To
this day, that prayer is being answered.

“Today, my goal is to serve
Jesus in all that I do and say.”
MorningStar — Mission:
Possible 5K Run/Walk!
Pg. 3

MorningStar
Mission Ministries, Inc.
350 E. Washington Street
Joliet, IL 60433-1150
815-722-5780
www.morningstarmission.org

Here at the Mission I am also learning to
give back. I work in the laundry, but I’ll do
any job the staff asks me to do. It feels good
to be trusted — and to think of someone
besides myself for a change. I’m also aware
how much your donations mean to
someone like me. You work hard for
your money, and you give it so
freely to help people in need.
The other day, one of the

volunteers even brought us some homemade
cupcakes. That may seem like a small
thing, but to me it was huge. So whether
you give cupcakes, donations of money,
or just share your influence in the
community, I want to say thank you.
For me, the casino was the devil’s
workshop. Today, my goal is to serve Jesus
in all I do and say. I know I have a ways to
go, but thanks to God, a donor like you,
and to this Mission I know I will make it.

Robert

Violence and
Victimization Among
Homeless Women
Approximately 21% of
homeless families and 25%
of single homeless women
are homeless due to domestic
violence. One national
American survey found that
domestic violence was the
second most frequently stated
reason for homelessness for
families.
— New York’s Voices
for Women

A recent study found that 92
percent of homeless women
had experienced severe
physical or sexual assault at
some point in their life, 63
percent had been victims
of violence by an intimate
partner, and 32 percent had
been assaulted by their current
or most recent partner.
— National Association to
End Homelessness
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Your ser vant,

Marilyn Farmer
Executive Director

Those who have been lost are finally finding

I

t’s summertime and the living’s not easy for the men and women who are
coming through our doors. They are hungry, weary, and homeless, with many
struggling with addictions that have short-circuited their hopes and dreams:
dreams of a career, education, retirement, and healthy relationships with family.
For too many, these longed-for dreams have become living nightmares. Many have
tried programs designed to help them get their lives back on track. Some of these
programs have been effective; many have not. And now, often as a last resort, they
find their way to the Mission.
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I might be homeless . . . but I know God
has a plan for my life

M

y name is Keisha. When I walked through
the doors of the Women and Family Recovery
Center here at MorningStar Mission, I was
amazed. I asked myself, what did I do to deserve this
wonderful place? It didn’t take me long to realize this was
where God wanted me to be. I came in homeless with a
six-year-old child. I had been living with my mom, but
when that situation didn’t work out I had no place to go.
For many weeks I went from one hotel to another. But that
was anything but satisfying. The thing I wanted most was
a safe place for my son and me. We have found this safety
here at the Mission.

and I know with God’s help I will do well in this
endeavor. One thing’s for sure: whatever I do, and
wherever I am in the days ahead, I will always be grateful
to this Mission and to you who provide so much for
people like me. God bless you for giving me a fresh start
at this time of my life.

Keisha

I now know I have a future after all
Even though my parents separated when I was young, I had
a good childhood for the most part. I had a great mother and
father. My dad was a world-class drummer — so good, in
fact, that he played backup for the musical group The
Temptations. So as I look back on my life I have a lot to be
thankful for. But most of all, I’m grateful God still performs
miracles. I am proof of that because I know I have a future
after all. Before long, I plan to get into surgical tech work
and make this my career. I’ve always liked the medical field,
“. . . most of all, I’m grateful
God still performs miracles.”

their way home . . . thanks to your generosity
Good news . . .
The good news is this: if our friends are able to discover even the thinnest thread of hope,
it’s possible for them to have a future after all. That’s because the Gospel changes lives and
gives people the opportunity to become the men and women God designed them to be.
To continue to reach out to so many who are looking for miracles in their lives, we urge
you to give a generous summertime gift at this time. Whether your gift is large or small,
it immediately goes to work to help those who are lost and who are looking for a way
home. To send your donation now, please use the remit slip enclosed, or make your
donation online at www.morningstarmission.org. God bless you for your generosity.

“For too many,
these longedfor dreams have
become living
nightmares.”
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Jack Cox
Epperson
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MorningStar – Mission: Possible 5K Run/Walk!
Join us for the Mission’s first 5K Run/Walk Saturday, July 30, 2016. Early-bird
registration between now and May 31 is $30; June 1 to race day, $35. The race
will begin and end at the Mission. There will be awards for all age groups,
and all participants will receive a finishing medal. We will be collecting soles
for homeless souls.
For more information or to register:
Call 815-722-5780 or signup online at www.morningstarmission.org.

My Summertime Donation

YES, Marilyn,
You can rely on my
continued support of
this ministry of rescue.

ACCOUNT NO. 		
NAME
ADDRESS

SIGNATURE

EXP. DATE

RM_46-0603_H01JO

Here’s my donation of:

m $20.50 to provide 10 meals and other assistance
m $30.75 to provide 15 meals and other assistance
m $61.50 to provide 30 meals and other assistance
m $________ to provide as many meals and as much care as possible
m Please bill my credit card: m VISA m MC m DISCOVER

MorningStar Mission Ministries, Inc.
350 E. Washington Street
Joliet, IL 60433-1150

CITY / STATE / ZIP
EMAIL ADDRESS

A Please mail this completed form and return it with your generous summertime donation, or donate online
at www.morningstarmission.org. Your gift is tax-deductible as allowed by law. You will receive a receipt.

