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Jump
on the Bus

How you help
children get the
school supplies
they need.

For students, the list

of needed school
supplies seems to get
longer — and more
expensive — every year.

For struggling families,
especially those with
several children, the
expense can be quite
a burden.

That's why MorningStar
holds its annual Jump
on the Bus event every
summer. This year,
registration is Tuesday,
June 7, and the event
will be held Tuesday,
August 9.

Jump on the Bus
ensures that hundreds
of local children will have
every school supply they
need — from pencils to
tennis shoes.

You can support Jump
on the Bus by donating
backpacks, school
supplies and clothing
before Friday, July 22.
Simply drop items off at
our receiving center at
350 East Washington
Street, Joliet, IL.
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Good News About the Lives You're Changing

Relief at Last

William is grateful for your support!

Undiagnosed for decades, William finally found the help he needed

illiam had just finished playing
golf when it happened.

He walked up to a brand-new
Audi SUV (retail price up to $70,000),
popped the trunk and tossed his clubs in.

Just one problem: the car wasn't his.

“I thought somebody had bought the car
just for me,” he says now, looking back.
“Then I looked up at the sky and saw
some stars, and I thought they were my
mom and God talking to each other”

Somebody called the police, and they
could tell William wasn’t a criminal.
Instead of taking him to jail, they took
him to the hospital, where he was
diagnosed with bipolar disorder.

He was 60 years old and had never been

diagnosed. Finally, an explanation for
decades of strange behavior, which had
cost him jobs and relationships.

“I would have been sleeping
outside, absolutely homeless.”

William’s bouts with depression were
relatively short periods of typical sadness.
But during his manic episodes, which
sometimes lasted for weeks, he often lost
touch with reality. Worse, he was self-
medicating with alcohol abuse.

Once diagnosed, William was put on
meds to stabilize his moods. But he
needed a place to stay, since hed just
become homeless after a job loss.

continued inside



Several years ago, a study estimated
that 45 percent of America’s
homeless are mentally ill, and about
25 percent of the homeless have a
serious mental illness.

The stats in Greater Will County
are likely similar. We see it daily in
our community and at the Mission.

Since our launch in 1909,
MorningStar’s main goal has
remain unchanged: Help people in
need. And that certainly includes
those with mental illness ... people
like William.

William was 60 years old before he
learned that a lifetime of depression
and extreme behavior had an
underlying reason: He had bipolar
disorder. Finding out was a huge
relief to William who was put on
meds to stabilize his moods.

He’s just one of many with mental
illness who have found solace at
MorningStar. If you haven't already,
read his story on the cover of this
newsletter.

I'm so grateful for friends like you
who concur with our mission to
help people in need. Your kindness
and support make that obvious.
And I can’t thank you enough!

Sincerely,

W]@G

Sandi Perzee
Executive Director

Relief at LaSt, continued from cover

He came to MorningStar and joined the 180 Recovery program.
After a few months, he was a new man — sober and, thanks to his
new meds, his bipolar was under control. MorningStar also helped
him obtain disability insurance due to his bipolar. And now he looks
forward to living independently again.

“I have no idea where I would have gone without MorningStar;’
William says. “I would have been sleeping outside, absolutely
homeless.”

Thank you for helping men like William get the help they need.

Pull Up, Hop On and Eat Out

Annual progressive dinner raises funds for MorningStar.

Come join us for our Hop on the Bus progressive dinner, to be held
Wednesday, July 27.

You will be escorted onto buses that will take you to four local
restaurants — Heroes West, Cemeno’s Pizza, Merichka’s and the
Mansion. Guests will be served signature food items, beer, wine,
water or soda at each location and the circuit will conclude back at
the Mansion for dessert, coffee and a cash bar.

Local celebrities will serve as hosts and hostesses aboard the
buses. There will also be a silent auction, a 50/50 Split the Pot Raffle
and more. All proceeds will support the programs and services at the
Mission.

For more details about Jump on the Bus or Hop on the Bus,
please contact Kelsey Teegen at 815-722-5780 ext. 226.



Stress Buster

How you helped this young single mom
find relief for her family

arena’s life was already stressful enough as a
single mother of two young children, a 3-year-
old boy and a 2-year-old girl.

Her son has autism, which made parenting even more
challenging. Then she learned that their musty, moldy
old apartment was contaminated with lead, and that her
son had a potentially serious case of lead poisoning.

Carena immediately picked up her kids and packed up
her stuff. She couldn’t get out of there fast enough.

Unfortunately, she had no place to go. And a limited
income left her with few options.

So she came to MorningStar Mission for help.

Carena knew shed find help here because of some
family history — her mother had stayed with us when
young Carena was placed in foster care.

“My parents were going through a divorce at the time,’
Carena says. “My dad had done something, and DCFS
(child and family services) didn’t think my mom was
keeping us safe”

“I don't know what would have
happened without MorningStar.”

Carena didn’t want to say much more about that.
But knowing that her mom got help at MorningStar
made it easier for Carena to know where to turn.

At MorningStar, Carena and her kids are living in

the Women & Family Center, which provides shelter,
food, clothing, case management, classes and support
groups, while fostering a safe, productive environment.
They also have provided diapers and wipes for her
children — a huge relief for Carena’s tight budget.

Carena’s case manager is also helping her find
financial assistance, including the possibility of
disability income for her autistic son.

“Makes Me Happy”

Before MorningStar, Carena’s son often repeatedly
banged his head against the wall or the floor — not
uncommon for autistic kids. But in their time at the
Mission, he has not banged his head even once.

You helped this young single mom find relief for her family.

Carena chalks that up to the peaceful environment
here ... and her own peace of mind.

“Before we were here, I was under a lot of stress, and I
think my son could sense that,” she says. “But now that he
sees 'm not under as much stress, he’s also not stressed.

“That makes me really happy because I was really
concerned when I'd see him bang his head, even when
I picked him up. He’s not doing that anymore.”

MorningStar has also helped to get her son placed in
a day care facility that specializes in working with kids
who have autism.

Carena is preparing for next steps, which include
returning to aesthetician school to get her degree.
Once she has steady work again, she’ll start looking
for her own place.

In the meantime, she’s grateful for the help she’s found
at the Mission ... and for supporters like you who
make it possible.

“I don’t know what would have happened without
MorningStar,” Carena says. “I'm just thankful I had
this place to go to.”

Thank you for your love and compassion for young
single moms like Carena!



Please join us in thanking our generous tribute gift donors

In Honor Of

Donald Pierce — Joan Reuther

Mrs. Louann White — Deborah White

Luke & Jake Gillman — Patricia Gillman
Sandra’s Children — Sandra Peccia

Gilbert Bell — David Middleton

The Most High Jesus Christ — Sabrina Clark
Brandon Cohen — Christopher Kenmore
The Mraz Family — Erin Potterton

Mr. & Mrs. William Gladden — Karen Gladden
Brian Gladden — Karen Gladden

Karen & Ed Stapleton — Amy Stettner

Amy & Dave Stettner — Amy Stettner

Rosalyn Robinson — Rene R Dawson

In Memory Of

Bob Enyart — Ross Enyart

The Johns — Sarah Oberholz

Joe & Taryn Stefansko/Couch — Doreen Janas-Stefansko
Felipe A Valdivieso, Fabrication Specialties — George Demos

John Gil, Riaz Ahmed, Tiffanie Beckner, DYWIDAG Systems,
Inc. — George Demos

Joe Bandza & Todd Baum, Bergstrom — George Demos
Vicki Bender & Jef Cox, M&E Global — George Demos

Rich Prykop & Maurice Garvey, PPack & Assembly
— George Demos

Lou Hagemaster, Mastermolding — George Demos
Amy Benson, RR Brink Locking Systems — George Demos
Kenneth Cross, Pan Glo Chicago — George Demos

Katrina Nola & Michael Mashione,
CCI Manufacturing IL Corporation — George Demos

Theresa Ross, Doka USA — George Demos
Ed Hartnett, Pomp's Tire — George Demos

Andre Du Plessis, Doka Distribution Center LTD
— George Demos

John Juricic — Karyn Juricic

Herb Lande — Kristina Kennedy

Mrs. Susan Walsh — Eileen Walsh
Richardson Family — Sharon Richardson
Mrs. Pamela Kaumeyer — Marilyn Johnson
Val Tipple — Mary Kay Maatman

Richard & Marlene Moore — Penny DeYoung

Marilyn Williams — Carson Cook

Wesley Cislalc — Mr. & Mrs. Steven Morawski
Robert "Bob" L. McDaniel — Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Fairbanks
Bob & Mary Larkin — Katie Larkin-Nelson

James C. Baranski — Anita Baranski

Robert A. Baranski — Anita Baranski

Homer Warren — Susan Munguia

Anne Flint Sluder — Ellen Moran

Thomas Hounihan — Ann Flaherty

Robert Bristow — Marilyn Bristow

James B. Perez — William and Sandra Perez

Robert Bristow — Cynthia Johnson

Robert Bristow — Sharon Martinez

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Cox — Nancy Cox

Gerald M. Dzwonkiewicz Sr. — Jana Dzwonkiewicz
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Throll — Laura Insalaco

Professor Fred Bernard — Fredrick Bernard

Robert Bristow — Amanda Couch
Jacob Moore — Robert Moore
Terry Orton — Margaret Orton

Wilburn, Mabel and Sherry Huckoba
— Betty & Robert Hoerner

Michelle Maurisak — Paul Woelfer
Robert Dirker — Richard Dirker

Tony & Dorothy Cabay — Carol Cabay
Edward Donnelly — Denyse Donnelly
Melvin Walker — Juanita Carr

Dave Smrekar — Deborah Dorion

Jack Waxweiler — John & Paula Waxweiler
Robert Bristow — Lori Woodburn
Irene Burnette — Edwin Burnette
Frank Gadzala — Gary Skiba

Anthony Contreras — Linda Contreras

Phillip Stellato — Therese Stellato

Ron & Linda Erickson — Matthew Swick

Mrs. Paula Ales — Janelle Kangas

Mr. Dave Smrekar — Debby Carlson

John Murphy — Mary Murphy

Richard Bartuce — Karen Ramanauskas

Mrs. Norma Sparks — Debra Piggott

Mrs. Rita Kowalski — Mark Hanson

Dave Smrekar — Mr. & Mrs. Henry A. Desandre
Dave Smrekar — Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Hoerner
Dave Smrekar — Michele Keith, Julie Raines, Dave Smrekar, Jr.
Alice Falleti — The Hendricks Family

Mary Brockman — Kenneth Brockman

Sharon Weber — Steve & Susan Lotysz

Esther Luenser — Nancy Calabrese

Robert Amundsen — Michael Amundsen
Jessica Bennett — Mary Korthauer

Russ Carpenter — Anonymous
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| WANT TO TRANSFORM LIVES THIS SUMMER

Yes! I want to bring help and hope to neighbors O VISA [ MasterCard [ Discover  [] American Express
in need this summer and all year long. Enclosed $
is my heartfelt gift of:

Card Number Amount of Gift

O $19.84 to provide 8 meals and other care.

O $32.24 to provide 13 meals and other care.

[ $64.48 to provide 26 meals and other care.
Os to provide as much care as possible.

Expiration Date CVV  (security code)

Cardholder’s Name (please print)
4Scan here to donate online!

Cardholder’s Signature (required)
Please mail this completed form and return it with your generous

donation. Please make your check payable to MorningStar Mission.
To donate online, visit MorningStarMission.org. Your gift is
tax deductible as allowed by law. You will receive a receipt.

Address

350 East Washington St. City, State, ZIP

Joliet, IL 60433-1150
MorningStarMission.org
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