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The MorningStarChronicle

Grateful for your Giving

“MorningStar 
  was here 
  when I  
  needed it!”

MorningStarMission.orgFall 2024



Dear Friend,

        Thanksgiving is coming!  It’s a joyful time, kicking off the holiday season that brings our year 
to a close. 

 At MorningStar Mission, we expect to welcome 150 guests to our Thanksgiving dinner.  
Everyone gets a warm welcome and a place at the table.  We go all out to give them plenty of food 
and a festive atmosphere.   

 Sometimes we wonder where we will find the means to do that.  

 But God always provides to get the job done with our limited resources.  He takes the little 
we have and multiplies it, through gifts from friends like you.  The love goes further.  The energy 
goes further and the dollars go further.  

 More people than ever need food and shelter.  The reasons are as various as those who come 
to us for help.  No two stories are the same.  Many struggle with addiction or domestic abuse.  
But more often than you think, circumstances just get the best of people.  A health crisis, a job 
loss, even the rising cost of food and rent can force someone out of their home.

 These can be overwhelming problems that only God can help them overcome.  And He 
does, in ways that are better than we imagine.  He answers every prayer and provides the means 
to bless people with exactly what they need ... through you.  

 You give — and God fills the plates!  He brings people who teach, counsel and encourage.  
They do what they can and God makes it work.  It’s like the boy giving his few fish to Jesus and 
watching Him feed a multitude.   

 Thank you for your partnership in this heavenly work, filling plates with food ... and hearts 
with hope.

Sincerely, 

Kevin Watson 
Executive Director
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From Kevin to You

ChronıcleThe MorningStar

Coming into the  
Joyful Season

“And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things, at 
  all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.”  
                                — 2 Corinthians 9:8 



Thanksgiving is a time for grace and 
gratitude at MorningStar Mission.  With 
your help, we will host a wonderful, 

welcoming Thanksgiving dinner for our guests 
and provide generous food baskets to our 
neighbors who need a hand during the holidays.  
Please note these important dates:

3MORNINGSTARMISSION.ORG

Loving our Neighbors this Thanksgiving

October 8 and 9th: 
Registration for the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas distribution event.  This lets us 
know how many boxes to prepare to serve as 
many guests as possible.

November 23rd: 
A Thanksgiving Banquet will be held at 
MorningStar Mission to serve a wonderful 
meal to our guests.  Last year, we served 
157 meals, and this year we expect to serve 
many more!

November 26: 
Thanksgiving Distribution day!  This is 
the day when individuals and families can 
receive the prepared boxes of food to help 
make ends meet.
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Any number of circumstances can lead 
someone into addiction.  For Jeff, it 
was a freak accident at a Fourth of July 

party when he was 21.  “Someone pushed me 
into a swimming pool, and I broke my neck in 
three places,” he says.  Miraculously, Jeff was not 
paralyzed.  However, he spent two months in the 
hospital, after which his pain medication was 
abruptly cut off.

“That’s when I discovered Jack Daniel’s,” Jeff says, 
“and started on a 38-year ride of drinking.”

During that harrowing ride, Jeff had more jobs 
than he can count.  A steelworker by trade, he 
could typically only work a few months before his 
old injury would flare up and he would quit or be 
fired.  All told, he spent 11 years with no income at 
all, living with his parents during the leanest times.

When Jeff ’s parents passed away in 2012, he had 
nowhere to go — and he was still drinking.  He 
lived on the streets for almost two years before 
his brother-in-law brought him to MorningStar 
Mission.

Jeff had been through several rehabs before 
coming to MorningStar.  He graduated from the 
program and took another steelworking job — 
which only restarted the cycle of pain, addiction 
and homelessness.

In 2019, Jeff returned to MorningStar on his own 
volition.  “I was ready this time.  I’d had enough,” 
he says.  

Today, Jeff works for the Mission, picking up food 
donations from restaurants and grocery stores.  He 
lives in Hope House, our transitional housing for 

graduates, and enjoys a strong relationship with his 
sister, his only surviving family member.  “She tells 
me all the time how proud she is of me, and she’s 
thankful that MorningStar was here for me when I 
needed it.”

Jeff also gives thanks for MorningStar Mission — 
and for your generosity.  “Please keep giving,” he 
urges.  “The way times are going now, it’s really 
tough and getting tougher.  There are a lot more 
people like me out there who really need help.”

Without your support, Jeff says, “I would probably 
be dead.”  Thank you for providing a place where 
men like Jeff can restore their lives and find 
freedom from addiction!

Jeff Puts the Brakes on  
a 38-Year Ride of Drinking
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“Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.”  
                                        — 2 Corinthians 3:17



To send a gift please tear off the card below and mail it with your gift, or donate online at www.morningstarmission.org.  Thank you!

Here is my Gift. I’ve enclosed:

Please correct your name and address if necessary.

12345 NSEP24

Sample A. Sample
Milwaukee Direct Marketing
675 N Barker Rd Suite 130
PO Box 000
Brookfield WI 53045

n $24.80 for 10 meals.
n $37.20 for 15 meals.
n $62.00 for 25 meals. 
n $124.00 for 50 meals.
n $__________to feed & care  
 for as many as possible.

To use your credit card or give online, please 
see other side.  Please make checks payable to 
MorningStar Mission.  Your gift is tax-deductible 
as allowed by law.  

Use it to provide meals and shelter for people in need.  
Also use my gift to offer hope to those who are  
discouraged and feeling hopeless.                       
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Dear Salutation,

 At MorningStar Mission, giving thanks is not just for Thanksgiving Day.  God is 
good to us every day.  But sometimes, in the labors of life we can lose sight of Him.  

 And yet every breath, every leaf on the tree, every bird song and hour of sleep is  
God blessing us.  As is every accomplishment of our guests, every day of sobriety,  
every restored relationship.

 We tell our guests, the more you seek the more you will find.  The treasures God  
has for us are endless, and He longs to give us more.  And He will, if we ask, seek  
for Him and knock.

 I’m thankful for you.  I’m thankful for the Mission.  I’m thankful to Jesus, who 
brought us to God, the Father.  

 May your joy be full this Thanksgiving season! 

Sincerely,

Kevin Watson 
Executive Director 
MorningStar Mission

 
P.S. A gift from you will go a long way toward helping us get ready for the holiday.  Also,  
 please think about lending a hand this Thanksgiving.  There’s plenty to do ... and lots  
 of joy to go around!



To send a gift please tear off the card below and mail it with your gift, or donate online at www.morningstarmission.org.  Thank you!

Honoring great friends of the Mission

Please pray for:

Thank you for supporting MorningStar Mission
How to send your gift:
n  BY CHECK made payable to MorningStar Mission
n  BY DONATING ONLINE at www.morningstarmission.org
n  BY CREDIT CARD (please fill out the information below)

 Charge my:  n  VISA       n Mastercard       n Discover  

 Name (as it appears on card): ______________________________________

 Card #: ____________________________________________________

 Card Security Code: ___________  Exp. Date: _____________________

 Phone: ______________________  Gift Amt: $ ____________________

 Signature: __________________________________________________

 Your email for mission updates: _________________________________
The names and pictures of guests are occasionally changed to respect privacy.

815-722-5780
www.morningstarmission.org

Names received November 23, 2023 — June 14, 2024

Father Bill Bellair 
Daniel Bellair

Jeanne Purpura 
Joseph Purpura, Jr.

Eugene Klainsesk 
Georgette Vota

Matthew Raymond 
Moreau 
Denise Grashoff

Sandra Petrovic 
Greg Petrovic

Chief Ronald C. Lelo, CFD 
Kathryn Lelo

Dad, Lester Moore 
Terri Moore

Juanita Wiersema 
Nancy Wiersema 
Janice Richman

Angel Mary 
Andy McCoy

Mr. Joseph Orlovich, Jr. 
Marlo Orlovich Perry

Sarah Hoover-Villafuerte 
William Simpson

Cousin Mike Bank 
Karen Bigadza

Rick Pavlick 
Terese Crandall

Mrs. Ardele Burke 
Sharon Merwin

Mrs. Evelyn Merwin 
Sharon Merwin

Mrs. Fotini Haniotis 
Nicholas Haniotis

 

Mom & Dad 
Diedre Bodine

Bo Giffels 
Maria Fresse-Giffels

Mr. Raymond B. Turvey 
Scot Turvey

Sandra Bacigalupo 
Wayne Bacigalupo

Edward Szepelak 
Wayne A. Szepelak

Mr. Richard Hasert 
Kathryn Ardiente-Cruz

Mr. Albert Victors 
Patrick Lutz

Mr. Yousif Odish 
Hisham Odish

Martha Monstovich 
Bruce Monstovich

Father Raymond Roman 
Michele Roman

JoAnne Gorecki Purdy 
James Gorecki

Kay Lynn Cullever 
Stephen Graham

Mr. Renato Espiritu 
Lerie E. Nolasco

Fr. Haileab Asgedom 
Erin Venezio

Gloria Matusefski 
John Singletary

Mom & Dad, Margaret & 
John Dryling 
Geraldine Tourville

 
 

Mr. & Mrs. George & Lucille 
Schmidberger 
Georgette Vota

Linda Erickson 
Matt Swick

Mary McCall 
Andy Goodwin

Linda Amundsen 
Michael Amundsen

Mrs. Kathleen McDonald 
Chris Wallace

Samantha Hutcherson 
Gwendolyn Sterk

Edward Cain 
Kimberly Cain

Grandpa Geno 
Giancarlo Signorelli

Merv Schweigert 
Heidi Grajek

Barbara Salaba 
Dr. Kathleen M. Lynch

Mr. James Harper 
John Fair

Ms. Jennifer Hampson 
Patricia Ann Riley

Lois Tyler 
Kimberly Tyler-Sims

Patrick Holley 
Lynne Holley

Finnegan 
Merisa Pernice

 
 
 
 

Ruth Colby 
Nathan Collins 
Robert Bobich 
Brian Staniszeski 
Georgia Emerich 
Mark Burnham 
Crystal Halm 
Beth A. Anderson 
David Bansemer 
Karen Kacys 
Zohra Raziuddin

Mr. Bing Gin 
Christine Gin

Miss Quinn Marie Folisi 
Brian Lockie

Michael Linder 
Betty Linder

Catherine & Walter Mueller 
Judith Olson

Mr. Fred Ingram 
Mishalle Roza-Ingram

David Proszek 
Burke Bowden

Pastor Roy Carter 
William Cales

Mother Florence Tantillo 
Lisa Wrobel

Robert Fenton Haag 
Michelle Yurgin

Mr. Allen Grossman 
Patricia Grossman

Mary Marshall 
Steven Marshall

Genaro Morales 
Alma Klein

 

Roger Tigges 
Dave Tigges

Don Jonker 
Hilary Randstrom

Jackie, Janice & Ronald 
Stoker 
Tammy Wright

Donna Lieb 
Rebecca Grzeslo

George J. Mushro Jr. 
Henry & Mary Beth Meader

Sister Susan Benda 
Donald Antoszkiewicz

Pauline Evelyn Howard 
Karen Tamayo

Jack Sullivan 
John Sullivan

Mr. Daniel Griffin 
Adrianne Beal 

James Uremovic 
Jeannie Uremovic

Mrs. Betty DiGiovanni 
Barbara Wrobel

In Honor Of
The Most High Jesus Christ 
Sabrina M. Clark

Staff & Teachers at St. 
Raymond School,  
Marjorie Hill 
Molly & Lucy McDermott

All Mothers, Mom  
Kathleen Bernhard

Gail Meekma 
Nancy Wiersema

 

Those in Need 
Charissa Holwey

Ramon Joson 
Karen Kazmierski

Peter McCarthy 
Patricia Maher

Our children 
Sandra Peccia

Abba Father, Jesus 
Messiah, and Holy Spirit 
Mark & Tracy Skrodzki

Mr. Julio Medina 
Leslie Medina

Jim Holt 
Brittany Flanagan

Nicole Hasler-Mizell 
Debra Hasler

Sister Anna Mathe 
Hillary Marchel

Don Pierce 
Kris Wild

Debbie & Jim Evan 
Megan Jacobson

Ed & Karen Stapleton 
Amy & Dave Stettner

Mr. Byron Parker 
Lori Blessing

Mr. & Mrs. William Gladden 
Douglas Gladden

Louann White 
Deborah White

Toni Budzinski 
Margaret Merrion

In Memory Of
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